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"I cannot even

begin to describe the
excitement that
reigned in Berlin
that night and in the
week that followed.
Berlin was a giant
party. The party
started as the first
people crossed the
borders.' ,

East and West German students
crowded the wall near the Brandenberg

Gate after the Wall was opened. West
German students jumped down to the
eastern side and were good-naturedly
told to climb back up by the East German guards. "It was like a big party,"
says Dordt student Paul Dalen, who sat

among the students.

100 meters from the Wall

Sophomore Paul Dalen sees Berlin Wall opened
Lavonne

Bolkema

A

Dordt College student
was among the celebrating
German crowds watching in awe
in past weeks as East German
Communist rule and the Berlin
Wall crumbled.
Paul Dalen, a sophomore,
spent the past semester studying
in Germany
at the Goethe
Institute through the German
Overseas Program sponsored by
Dordt College.
"My living situation in Berlin
has created many interesting
moments," he wrote in a letter
about the news-making days. "I
live less than 100 meters from the
Wall. Between it and my apartment is one city block, a small
canal, and a few trees. About 200
meters' walk (away) is a new
border crossing. Before the opening of the Wall the street there
was horribly lonesome. . . Now
it's wonderfully animated.
Studying was difficult for
Dalen as political pressure took
its effect on people and events
nearby. "How am I suppose to
concentrate on conjugating German verbs when the entire
Eastern Bloc is disintegrating
before my eyes?"
Dalen describes the speed of
the changes around him as
"dizzying."
Only four weeks
prior he had traveled to East

Berlin "to observe a massive
demonstration against one-party
rule, for free elections. " He had
no idea that the hopes represented
there were soon to be lived out.
"I'm thrilled that I am in Berlin
to watch the changes take place.
lt's a wonderful sight to see
people, oppressed by their own
government for so long, finally
speaking, writing, and traveling
freely. "
The cultural and political
awareness gained in a semester of
living and studying with Europeans is reflected in Dalen's
description of the opening of the
Wall:
"In a desperate move to stop
the drain of intellectuals and
educated young people to the
West (illegally, via adjacent
countries), the government made
the most dramatic decision of all.
lt decided to open its borders to
its own citizens. That meant that
East Germans could walk around
the Wall.
"I cannot even begin to
describe the excitement that
reigned in Berlin that night and in
the week that followed. Berlin
was a giant party. The party
started as the first people crossed
the borders. At first the festivities
were centered around the border
crossings. but soon moved to the
Ku-damm, Berlin's equivalent to
New York's Fifth Avenue. Tens

of thousands of East and West
Berliners stayed on the Ku-damm
all night. The street was closed to
traffic from the late hours of
Thursday, November 9 until the
evening
hours of Sunday,
November 12. In the next days
ten new border crossings were
opened. Many were cut from the
Wall.
"I will never forget the first
time I saw a hole in the Berlin
Wall. I simply couldn't believe it
was there until I walked up and
put my arm through the space,
which was filled with concrete
only two days earlier. "
Dalen expresses his "fear" of
the intentions
of American
publicity, however.
"I hope the press is presenting the developments as steps
away from totalitarianism and
toward pluralism. The events
here are not a green light for the
U.S. and West Germany to turn
East Germany into a model
capitalist state. That is what I
fear is being presented,"
he
says.
"A word that everybody
seems to be using lately is
reunification.
Will there be a
reunited German State? I don't
know. Will a reunited German
State be a member of NATO?
I don't know. If it happens,
when will the reunification take
place? I don't know. At least my

uncertainty in the question notes
a change.
"Before the resignation of the
Politburo two days ago, I would
have laughed at the idea of a
reunited Germany.
The difference in the two countries are
great.
"Many people and politicians
in West Germany favor the
creation of a German Confederation ....
Many predict
the entry of East Germany into
the European Economic Community by the year 2000. Right
now, the future of East Germany is very uncertain. No one
knows for sure what will happen tomorrow, much less what
will happen in one year or ten
years. "
Dalen took some souvenirs of
his living in proximity to the
East-West division. He notes the
eager entrepreneurs
who were
selling "fist-sized" chunks from
the Wall for $28. He says the
discarded chips he has gleaned
and the few pieces he cut from
the Wall total nearly 25 pounds.
Many were given as Christmas
gifts. One piece went to the
language department at Dordt.
Dalen returned to the U.S. in
December and is now busy with
second semester classes. His
term in Germany, however, is
certain to affect his views of the
world for many years.
0

Paul \/ Dalen
.~.

-

"How am I supposed to concentrate
on conjugating German verbs when the
entire Eastern Bloc
is disintegrating
.before my eyes?"
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Faculty News

Dr. John Vander Stell

The professional involvements
of Dordt faculty members outside
of the classroom reveal Dordt's
commitment to provide educationalleadership in the Christian
community as well as among its
own students. By sharing these
activities, we hope to provide
fellow Christians with further
resources, ideas, and encouragement as they work to be of service
in Christ's kingdom.

Dr. John C. Vander Stelt has
been invited to contribute to the
Encyclopedia of the Reformed
Faith to be published by The
Westminster/John Knox Press.
The volume will focus primarily
on theological terms, important
historical events, and persons
who have been significant in the
Reformed tradition.
"Fear and Hope Jostled: Dutch
Immigrant Life and Death in Paterson, New Jersey" by Dr.
Helen Westra will appear in the
Spring 1990 issue of Origins, a
magazine on Dutch immigrant
history. In addition "Jonathan
Edwards
and
the Gospel
Ministry" appeared in American
Presbyterians:
Journal
of
Presbyterian
Church History,
67:3 (1989) 208-219.
Dale Grotenhuis
conducted
choral festivals in St. Cloud,
Minnesota, on February 5 and
12. He is currently working on

Ron Vos presented research at
the annual meeting of the Practical Farmers
of Iowa on
December
II. His on-farm
research resulted from work at
the Agriculure
Stewardship
Center. Nearly 300 researchers,
agriculturalists, and media people
attended the public meeting held
in Ames.
Vos has also helped organize a
local Association
for Public
Justice study group on national
agriculture policy.
Duane Bajema recently completed a masters program in
agriculture at Iowa State University. He has also been named by
the Leopold Center at Iowa State
to the Animal Management Issues
Team. The group's purpose is to
prepare research proposals that
promote environmentally
and
economically sound livestock
farming practices.

two commissioned works, one for
the 50th anniversary of Pella
Christian High School and one
for the Sioux Center Centennial
to be celebrated in 1991.
Two devotional books, Someone's Singing, Lord and No Kidding, God by Dr. James C.
Schaap
have recently
been
published by the CRC Board of
Publications.
Schaap continues to speak in
Karen De Mol
many different schools: Southwest Christian-Higb-in-Bdgerten- _..,.J~are.nJ>e MoJ participated i!!
Minnesota; Manhattan Christian
the annual meetings of the NaHigh, Manhattan,
Montana;
tional Association of Schools of
Timothy
Christian
High,
Music
held in Seattle
in
Elmhurst,
Illinois; and Hull
November.
Christian and Maurice-Orange
Mary Lou Wielenga is servCity Elementary Schools.
ing as adjudicator for the Iowa

High School Music Association
state piano contest in Humboldt,
Iowa, and at the Northwestern College Junior High Solo-Ensemble
Festival at Northwestern College in
Orange City, Iowa.
Dr. John VanDyk wrote the
guest editorial,
"The
Collaborative Classroom," for the
Christian Educators Journal's
December/January issue.
Van Dyk presented several lectures and papers: "Serving in the
Classroom"
(on principles of
Reformed Christian education), a
public address sponsored by the
Association for Christian Education in St. Catharines, Ontario;
"Teaching Christianly;" in Dr.
Harry Fernhout' s education class
at the Institute for Christian
Studies in Toronto, Ontario;
"Cooperative Learning: Enlarging the Concept," at the Second
Annual National Symposium for
Cooperative Learning and School
Change
in San Francisco,
California; and "Towards a More
Coherent Teacher Education Program," at the 70th Annual Convention of the Association of
Teacher Educators in Las Vegas,
Nevada.
The paper "Introduction
of
Professional Software into the
Curriculum of an Undergraduate
Power System Analysis Course"
by Dr. Paulo Ribeiro will appear
in the Computers in Education
Journal of the American Society
for Engineering Education.
Ribeiro will present an invited
paper, "Guide for Assessing the
Network Harmonic Impedance:
Three-Phase
Computer
Programs," for discussion at the

tion Potentials" (67:2550-2564),
"Composition of the Whole Body
and Component Fractions in
Mature Ewes from Seven Breeds"
(67:2565-2575), and "The Relationship Between Fasting Heat
Production, Body Composition,
and Tissue Distribution in Mature
Ewes from Seven Breeds"
(67:2576-2588).

cooperated in this study, it has
consistently resisted the establishment of a state-wide board. Such
a board could threaten the
necessary right of independent
colleges to offer programs from
their peculiar perspective, which
they feel are essential to the
fulfillment of their mission.
Second, it is also important that
Christian colleges and universities
recognize that maintaining the
Christian character of departments of theology and philosophy
does not necessarily guarantee the
Christian character of the rest of
the institution.
I am reminded, in this connection, of the University of Leiden,
founded in 1547 by the States of
Holland at the request of Prince
William I. Its goal was to establish
a truly Calvinistic
Christian
university, with four faculties:
theology, medicine, law, and the
liberal arts. In order to realize that
goal priority
was given to
theology. Because theology was
thought to be the most important
discipline, not only the members
of the theological fuculty, but also
the students were required to take
an oath that they would not adhere
to any doctrine contrary to the
Reformed faith. But, sad to say,

it was not long before the U niversity gave in to the influences of
humanism-in large part, because
it was concerned only about the
Calvinistic character of the fuculty
of theology and did not give sufficient attention to the Christian
perspective of the other faculties
as well.
The founders of Dordt College
recognized the importance of
developing
a reformational
perspective for all disciplines, not
only theology. In fact, Dordt did
not even have a major in theology
for the first twenty years of its existence. From the beginning
Dordt's Christian character was
dependent, not upon its department of theology, but upon its
uniquely Reformed approach to
all of the disciplines or sciences.
Now, of course, Dordt College
does have a theology department
and a major in theology-both
reflecting
a truly
biblical
character. But that is not enough.
We must be committed to a
dynamically Reformed perspective in all of the sciences as
well-and we are. It is that commitment, and that only, which
justifies our claim to be a distinctively Reformed, Christian college.
0

meeting of the International Conference on Large High Voltage
Electric
Systems,
Working
Group
36.05
(Unbalances,
Voltage Fluctuations, and Harmonies) to be held at the Electricity Council on March 27-28 in
London, England.
Dr. Joan Ringerwole
was
guest recitalist at a January 14
dedicatory concert for Calvin
College's new chapel and organ.
Ringerwole was one of three
organists in the series.

Dr. John Olthoff

Three articles from Dr. John
Olthoff's Ph.D. research were
recently published in the Journal
of Animal Science: "Energy
Utilization in Mature Ewes from
Seven Breeds with Diverse Produc-

From the president
Early
in December the
Rector Magnificus of the Free
University in Amsterdam, Dr.
Kees Datema, spent a week in
North America, stopping for
visits at Dordt College, Calvin
College, and the Institute for
Christian Studies in Toronto,
Canada.
It was a pleasure to have Dr.
Datema and his assistant with us.
While on campus, Datema participated in a meeting to plan a

regional educational conference in
Dr. J. B. Hulst

, 'It is important

that Christian colleges and universities
maintain their
independence from
improper government control."
2

southern Africa, to be sponsored
by the International Association
for the Promotion of Christian
Higher Education. He was also
the guest at a fuculty reception.
I found the discussion at the
reception to be fascinating. Dr.
Datema described the relationship
between the Free University and
the government.
The Free
University is a private university,
but it is dependent upon the
government of The Netherlands
for its funding. Therefore, the
government exercises a measure
of control over the programs offered by the university and the
criteria according to which the
various departments and faculties
are selected.

The Rector also reported on affairs within the University. He indicated that, while the fuculties in
most disciplines comprised both
Christians and non-Christians, the
faculties
in theology
and
philosophy were made up entirely
of Christians. This led to a discussion about the differences between the Free University and
Dordt College.
I do not want to evaluate the
Free University of Amsterdam
here, but I do want to take this opportunity
to
make
two
observations.
First, it is important that Christian colleges and universities
maintain their independence from
improper government control. In
Iowa a legislative study of higher
education in the state is seeking
ways to avoid overlap in program-

ming and funding between the
various sectors. It has been suggested that a state-wide board be
established to monitor the programs being offered in the educational sectors-state universities,
community colleges, and independent
colleges-to
avoid
duplication and possible conflict.
While the Iowa Association of Independent Colleges (which includes Dordt College)
has

-

Nearly 4S people from Hope Haven, a local agency serving those with disabilities, are living in their own
apartments instead of an institution. They are assisted by supervisors who visit them each week.

Soundings

People with disabilities should be allowed to live normal lives
Rick Eigenbrood

In

the past children born
with mental retardation were
usually placed in institutions. Experts as well as the general
population thought that such a setting would allow for more appropriate treatment, and in the
end the children would be happier
associating with others like
themsel ves.
Unfortunately, these assumptions were false. Children with
mental retardation need the opportunity to learn how to function
in the world, and they can't learn
how to function in society if they
are separated from it. As far as
being happier is concerned,
children and adults with mental
retardation want to be with nondisabled individuals in the same
way that all of us do.
Institutionalizing children who
were mentally retarded meant that
they lived completely segregated
from society. Children with menta! retardation had separate living
environments, separate school
environments, and separate work
environments. This approach was
based largely on negative public
attitudes that those with mental
retardation could not possibly
participate in regular community
settings.
Although such separation was
justified by the argument that
"these types of people" would be
happier if they lived, went to
school, recreated, and worked in
environments that were isolated
from the world, the attitudes that
prompted such treatment were
sometimes motivated by fear,
dread, and a general distaste for
those
who
had
obvious
disabilities. In extreme cases people advocated the systematic institutionalization of such people,
not out of interest for those with
disabilities, but as a means of protecting society.
I do not mean to imply that the
negative attitudes that people hold
were or are mean-spirited in the
sense that the public detests or
truly dislikes those with mental
retardation. In fact, the opposite
has been true. People often show
care and compassion and feel that
those with mental retardation require and deserve special care.
Unfortunately these attitudes have
lead to the belief that those with
significant mental retardation
cannot participate in the activities
of society.
People who work in professions serving those with disabilities have always been interested
in attitudes toward those with
disabilities such as mental retardation, cerebral palsy and severe
sensory impairments (e.g. blindness). In general professionals
believe that when society's at-

titudes toward
people with
disabilities are negative, those individuals are more likely to be
segregated. This collection of
negative attitudes toward those
with disabilities has come to be
known as handicappism. Handicappism is a term considered
similar to other negative attitudes
such as racism and sexism. It
results in unequal opportunities
for certain segments of a society,
in this case,
those
with
disabilities.
In contrast, the prevailing principle influencing special education today is normalization.
Simply put, those with disabilities
should
be served
through
methods and in settings that most
closely resemble those of society
in general. In practical terms this
means that all those who have
significant disabilities should be
allowed to live, learn, play, and
work in settings that are similar
to those in which children and
adults without disabilities live,
learn, and play.
Children with mental retardation, then, should be able to live
at home with their natural
families and should be able to attend the same schools that their
siblings attend even though they
may need special education in that
school setting. The normalization
principle stresses that families
should have support to make it
possible for them to raise such a
child in their own home.
For adults, normalization
means that those with significant
mental retardation should be able
to work in settings where they can
interact
with
non-disabled
workers and live in settings
similar to those in which nondisabled individuals live. For example, community-based group
homes have been established,
allowing adults with significant
disabilities to live and participate
in society.
Although the principle of normalization is not a uniquely
Reformed view of disabilities, it
is a principle with which Reformed Christians should feel
comfortable. Reformed Christians have always believed that all
individuals are image bearers of
God and therefore have the potential to know God and his will for
their lives. In this sense, the principle of normalization is consistent with our view that all people,
as God's children, are called to
be active in all areas of life. If we
believe
that
people
with
disabilities are also called by God
to be busy in the world, we
should indeed embrace the principle of normalization, which
suggests
that
those
with
disabilities also need to be active
in God's world.
While the philosophy of nor-

malization has been around for
twenty or thirty years, public attitudes toward those with significant disabilities hinders the implementation of this principle.
The public, both Christian and
non-Christian, continues to hold
to old attitudes and believes that
children and adults with mental
retardation should be provided
services in segregated settings.
In essence this attitude assumes
that those with mental retardation
are not really like the rest of us;
that is, they constitute a different
level of humanity because of their
disability.
This bias is reflected in the
terms we use to refer to people
with disabilities. Using the words
retarded, crippled, handicapped
people, and the more generic,
"those kinds of people," implies
that their disability is the most
significant trait of a person and
their personhood is secondary.
Fortunately,
many agencies
that serve children or adults with
disabilities have formally changed
the terminology they use to reflect
a more person-centered view of
people. Many Christian agencies
have changed their purpose
statements to state that they serve
those with disabilities, rather than
the previous term, handicapped
people. On the surface this may
seem to be a rather petty point,
but in reality it reflects a
philosophical shift acknowledging that the individuals served are
people who happen to have
disabilities.
Individual Christians and the
Christian community as a whole
can affect the degree to which
people with disabilities are included in our communities,
schools, and churches. We can
help our communities
and
organizations make decisions that
encourage the participation of
those with mental retardation.

Churches should continue to
make provisions in church education programs to allow those with
mental retardation to participate
to the fullest extent possible. Such
efforts should avoid repeating errors of the past such as totally
segregated time and settings and
the assumption that children and
adults with mental retardation
have similar church education
needs.
We should also support and encourage the establishment
of
community group homes, thereby
allowing adults access to a full
range of community activities.
We should oppose efforts that
suggest that group homes should
not be built
in certain
neighborhoods.
Finally, Christian businessmen
should think about hiring workers
with mental retardation in integrated work settings.
People with mental retardation
are people who wish to and are
capable of participating in many
of our community's activities.
While it is true that their disability
may limit them to some degree,
the fact that they can participate
makes segregation unjustified. D

Last year 82 people from Hope Haven
worked at one or 36 community
businesses in Northwest Iowa.

, 'Children with
mental retardation
need the opportunity
to learn how to function in the world,
and they can't learn
how to function in
society if they are
separated from it."

Dr. Rick Eigenbrood teaches in Dordt's
education department.
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Feature

Dr. Marian Vander Ark has supervised student teachers for many years. Methods and techniques must change, she says,
as we learn more a~ut teaching and learning and as we find better ways to help children live Christ-centered lives.

Teaching teachers to teach
"Good

teaching

takes rigorous
training, hours of
time, unending
creaTivity, and the
support and stimulation of others. , ,

Sally Jongsma

A

headline on the front
page of the January 10, 1990,
issue of the Des Moines Register
was probably similar to headlines
in many other major newspapers
across the counTry that" aay:
"Johnny still behind in reading,
writing. ,.
"The Nation's Report Card,"
a report sponsored by the National Assessment of Educational
Programs,
reported that the
reading and writing skills of
American children, despite at-

tempts to improve, have remained virtually unchanged over the
past five years. Secretary of
Education Lauro Cavazos summed up the findings with the comment, "The reading and writing
skills of American students remain dreadfully inadequate."
Those of us from the state of
Iowa take some comfort in the
fact that our state at least ranks
among the best in educational
achievement, and private and
Christian schools across the country may breathe a small sigh of
relief that things aren't quite that
• bad in their schools. Nevertheless, the situation is there for
Andrea Struyk brings many years of
all to see and face.
teaching experience to her classroom.

4

"The teaching profession has
gotten a great airing in the past
years," says Dr. Marian Vander
Ark, director of Dordt's teacher
education program. "While there
was need for criticism, the impression that nobody is dedicated
to-teaching anymore is false,"
she says. Yet, criticisms of
American education as a whole,
obviously legitimate, provide an
opportunity for all educators to
work together for greater excellence and relevance.
In many ways these criticisms
have been good for the profession, says Vander Ark. "We
need to be continually reevaluating what we are doing."
"It takes something different to
teach today," adds Vander Ark.
"Children come to school exposed to so much through television and other media." In addition, the variance in skills and
knowledge that children take to
school with them is much greater
today than previously, presenting
a greater challenge to the teacher
who must deal with them as a
class.
"The problems of society are
reflected
in the schools,"
Vander Ark continues. While
the schools cannot cure all of
society's ills, they can work
together with families, churches,
and social agencies to ensure that
students have the necessary skills
to live in today's world-skills
that are both practical
and
theoretical.
The Dordt College education
department is responding to this
society-wide concern. Impetus
for change has come from two
directions: internal and external.
For several years already some
education faculty and elementary
and secondary Christian school
teachers have felt a need for
Christian schools to articulate
more carefully what it is that

makes their teaching distinctively
Christian.
In 1986 Dordt
College
established the Center for Educational Services, a program of inservice support for Christian
school teachers. Through the
Center, director Dr. John Van
Dyk and others have researched,
written, and shared ideas about
how to make the education they
offer more appropriate
for
children learning to live Christcentered lives at the end of the
20th century. Curriculum offerings within the department have
also been reevaluated.
"We, too, want to upgrade the
profession," says Vander Ark.
"We know so much more today
about how children learn. It
would be irresponsible not to use
that knowledge to help our
students become the best teachers
they can be .' , This awareness of
learning and teaching strategies
has led the education department
to introduce a new core course into their curriculum. The course,
Curriculum and Instruction, will
help build a better bridge between
methods and content courses currently required by the state
department of education, according to Vander Ark.
In addition, the department has
upgraded its entering and exiting
screening process for pre-service
teachers. The GPA requirement
has been raised to ..meet national
accreditation standards, and practicum time has been expanded to
more than meet
national
requirements.
In the 1980s the state of Iowa,
along with many other states,
upgraded its requirements for college and university teacher education programs. New requirements
include courses in special education, developmental psychology,
and media technology as well as
a minimum of 50 hours in two
field experiences. This field experience is followed by a professional semester and a concurrent
seminar.
According to Vander Ark, the
department is now considering
offering a fifth year option for
education students allowing them
to add endorsement areas and
take more optional courses.
"Good teachers need to be wellrounded people," she says. At
present students are locked into
specific programs very early in
their college careers and don't
have time to take as many electives as they like.
The goal in all of this, says
Vander Ark, is to ensure that
students who leave Dordt's
education program will be selfconfident Christian adults, always
ready to share and learn, but also
confident enough in their profession to make curricular decisions.
Obviously such a goal will not be
completely realized in a teacher's
first year, but beginning teachers
need to have the tools to strive for
such a goal.
"We want students to leave
college able and ready to develop

unit plans incorporating many
different elements." This means
being able to step away from a
textbook, pulling out helpful
ideas from several sources, and
molding them into an integrated
unit that helps students see the big
picture and enables them as
Christians to respond to the world
around them.
An engaging,
structured
classroom where students participate actively is perhaps the
best way to improve the reading,
writing, and attentiveness of today's students. Selecting a good
curriculum and using learning
strategies that fit the topic being
studied
and the individual
students in the class are crucial
components of a good education,
says Vander Ark.
Good teaching takes rigorous
training, ,hours of time, unending
creativity, and the support and
stimulation of others. The increased number of busy mothers
in teaching and teachers whose
spouses work creates new stresses
in the profession. It is more
crucial than ever that teachers
share ideas and resources with
each other, encourage
one
another, and find ways to bring
new ideas into their teaching.
For some years already Dordt
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has talked about offering a master
of education degree. Such a program would further prepare
students to take on the important
task of curriculum development.
It would also provide an important service to Christian school
teachers committed to exploring
new ideas, reworking current
practices, and learning new
classroom methods.
Vander Ark speaks ardently of
the need for teachers to have time
to review their curricula, and particularly for new teachers, time to
learn more about available resources. Funding for summer
curriculum work seems inevitable
if the job is going to get done, she
says.
"As I contemplate retirement,
I've
been
thinking
about
volunteering time especially to
beginning
teachers,
helping
gather resources, encouraging
and talking about what they're
doing and why or helping to plan
a unit."
The first years of teaching are
busy and difficult. By helping
teachers
through
them our
children and our society will reap
the benefits for years to come. D
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Profile
, 'Kim's goal is to
learn as much as he
possibly can about
Reformed Christian
education in the 12
months that he is in
Sioux Center. In the
process he is also
sharing his insights
with people here."

Dr. Sung Soo Kim is attending classes,
studying, visiting schools, and conferring with other education professionals
while at Dordt.

Korean scholar spends year at Dordt

Kim studies Christian education in the United States
Sally Jongsma

Some
big differences
distinguish the Christian church
and Christian education in Korea
from the Christian church and
Christian education in the United
States, concludes Or. Sung Soo
Kim, a visiting Korean scholar at

Dordt this year. Both could learn
from each other, he feels.
Kim's goal is to do just that:
learn as much as he possibly can
about Reformed Christian education in the 12 months that he is in
Sioux Center. In the process he is
also sharing his insights with people here.
Kim came to Dordt because he
wanted to better integrate faith and
learning. "In Korea I studied at a
national university under a Christian professor who had studied in
the United States," he says, "but
could not have any idea of how to
integrate my faith with my
studies." As Kim studied he felt
driven to better understand the effect his faith could have on the
scientific study of his discipline.
He is currently a professor of
education at Kosin College, a
Presbyterian college of 1,500

many pagan thinking patterns.
"We need to apply our faith to
areas other than morality and personal piety," he says.
Why did Kim choose Dordt? For
several reasons, he says. For some

time he has been reading anything
he could find regarding a Chris-

professors

apply their faith in

class situations;' he says. Hefeels

that he has already gained many
valuable ideas for his own
teaching.
Kim is also collecting as many
materials and articles as he can on
integrating faith and the study of

Christian education

come to take

it for granted. "They should appreciate more the education they
receive,"

he says.

"Students here don't study
much," he observes. Although
Korean students are often studying for the wrong

reasons-so

they can place at the top of their
class and get a good position-

he read several articles by Dordt

various disciplines.
He recently
received a letter from a colleague
in natural science at Kosin asking

faculty

him to take back articles on Chris-

losing out on wonderful opportunities. It would be good to combine the strengths of the two

tian perspective on education and
other areas of study. In his search
members.

He was espe-

cially appreciative of the pamphlet, "The Beginning of Wisdom," by Or. John Van Dyk, He
also read issues of Dordt's faculty
journal, Pro Rege. "The articles
gave me lots of ideas;'

he says.

tianity and science. His academic

dean asked him to take back a college catalog to see how Dordt integrates perspective
its curriculum.

courses

into

He meets regularly with Van
Dyk, director of the Center for
Educational

ternational

ideas on teaching and Christian

on Christian

Higher Education.
One day while browsing in an
Inter-Varsity Press bookstore,

he

education.

Services,
To further

students,

he feels, are

societies, he says.
Kim is very positive

about his

first four months at Dordt. The

He also became acquainted
with Or. I.E. Hulst through the InCouncil

American

sharing
acquaint

himself with the processes used in
another Christian college, he is at-

discussions

have been invaluable,

he says, and living here has been
very enjoyable both for himself
and his wife and two children.
"The language slows them down,
but they are learning so much being in another culture."
Kim plans to work in Sioux

found a copy of Chemistry: a Gift
of God by Dordt chemistry professor Or. Russell Maatman. He
decided to come to Dordt for a
year to learn what he could from
these Reformed professors who
were struggling to relate their faith
to their discipline.
"I think one of our main tasks

tending a variety of committee
meetings and conferences.

Christian school teachers teach.
"I have found teachers here
well-prepared, working very hard

Center until early August and
then return to his teaching position in September. But he hopes
that his stay will continue to reap
benefits both fur Dordt and Kosin,
as well as individual professors
and students.
"I hope that the master's pro-

students in Busan, South Korea.
"In Korea, the church is very

as a Christian college

to give their lesson from a Christian perspective,"
he says.

gram currently being considered
comes.
Maybe
we can send

active," he says. "Every Sunday
afternoon church members go out
and distribute pamphlets and
speak to others about their faith."
As a result of this evangelizing,
the Korean church in 100 years
has grown to over 9 million

Christianity is a way of life, that
it affects how we practice our

Observing these teachers has been

Korean students to study here."
He also dreams of professors
from both colleges offering

members.

"It is exciting to be part of such
a growing body," he says. But
Kim feels that Korean Christians,
although sincere, active, and
Bible-loving people, have retained

to

show

science,"
Christian
terested

our

in Korea is

students

that

says Kim.
"Young
students are very inin learning

more about

And part of his time is spent
visiting local Christian schools as
the basis for an article on Christian education

and to see how

a valuable experience for Kim.
What Kim appreciates most in

the Christian
visited

schools

he has

is their commitment

to

visiting
lecture
series-maybe
even exchanging professors for a
semester. Whatever the outcome,

this perspective."
To deepen his understanding of
a Reformed world-and-life-view,

educating the whole person. This
from Korean educa-

Kim is confident that changes will

tion, he says, which aims to pro-

occur as a result of his visit this

Kim is engaged in a variety of ac-

duce students skilled enough in an

tivities this year. By the end of the
school year he will have attended

area to beat the intense competition for careers and positions.

nine

But he also notices that students
growing up in this tradition of

year. Even if he were to go back
today, he would carry along many
valuable ideas to help him and his
colleagues better apply their faith
to their teaching.
0

courses

at

Dordt.

"By

attending classes I see how other

is different

"What Kim appreciates most in the
Christian schools he
has visited is their
commitment to
educating the whole
person.' ,
5
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Although some students begin college firmly committed to a career, many find that their college experiences push them in new directions.

Admissions

Should I choose a career before coming to college?
,'I don't think God

calls any of us to one
career. The real
question is not what
career you are called
to, but what your
gifts are. I often
think that there are
several jobs I could
do and enjoy. The
same is true for most
people." .

job trammg.
In fact many
employers today look more at the
degree than at the specific major.
Think of it as training for life.

Students
often have questions about the kind of college
education they should have and
how it prepares them for their
lives after graduation. Quentin
lfJn Essen, the Director ofDordt 's
Career Planning and Placement
Center, answers several questions
typically asked by prospective
students or their parents.

6. How important

In our fast-changing world,
retraining
is commonplace.
Employees need the tools to be
able to think, write, communicate-in other words the ability to
retrain. Many jobs today have
their own specialized job training
program. Employers want to hire
someone with broad organizational and communication skills.
A liberal arts education also
helps prepare young people to
become leaders in their churches
and communities.
College is
never the last step in the learning
process. A Christian liberal arts
education gives a framework and
perspective for life.

1. Is it necessary to decide on
a major before you start college?
Not necessarily.
What is
perhaps more important is to
decide on a direction but not to
narrow oneself into thinking of
one major. For example, someone
interested in communications
could go into one of many different careers, and could take any
of several majors. Sometimes
entering college with a set major

closes doors to areas you may
never know existed.
Students often want quick
answers to career options. Career
decision making and planning is
a process that takes time.

Quentin Van Essen is a valuable resource to all Demit students. As Career Planning and Placement Director, he administers interest tests, meets with individual
students, and provides a career resource library for those who want further
information.

2. Wbat is the first step in
career planning?

also give you some idea of a

Self-assessment,
knowing
- yourself; your abilities, your likes
and dislikes, your skills. Many
high school students do not have
a clear idea of what their strengths
are. Ask teachers or other people
with whom you work what they
think your greatest strengths are.
Put yourself in situations that test
your abilities: speaking, leadership roles, etc.
3. What is the next important
step?
Become aware of what's going
on in the world, what careers

is a liberal

arts education?

there are, and how career trends
are changing.
Tests like the Strong Campbell
Interest Inventory help students tie
their interests, to car~r areas,
Take one of those tests.
4. How can I become aware of

careers?
I always use three words: read,
observe, talk. Many sources describe career options. Check with
a high school guidance counselor.
As director of career planning at
Dordt I survey the freshman class,
meet individually with all who are
undecided about a career, and
provide resources for them to explore possibilities.

Keeping informed
through
magazines and newspapers may
career that looks interesting to
you. Maw schoolshaveprograms
that allow students to spend a day
or two observing what goes on in
a particular profession. Take advantage of such opportunities.
Talk to people that you think have
an interesting job. Ask questions
about their work and the kind of
preparation they had.
S. How shonld I view my college education?
First of all, a college education
is not just a means of getting a
job. Going to college is not simply

7. How do I know what God
is calling me to?
I don't think God calls any of
us to one career. The real question is not what career you are
called to, but what your gifts are.
I often think that there are several
jobs I could do and enjoy. The
same is true for most people.
The important thing is to be
aware of your gifts and then explore what possibilities there are
for you to use those gi fts to serve
God. He will call us to account
for the gifts he has give us, not
simply the job we choose.
I urge all students to get involved in classes,
projects,
volunteer opportunities to test
their gifts. Sometimes it is scary
to try new things and ask others
to evaluate your gifts. but it is
always beneficial.
0
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Scholarships
Spring Choir Tour

Jackie Martinus awarded Ozinga scholarship

The Dordt College Concert Choir under the
direction of Dale Grotenhuis will be touring the
Pacific Northwest in late March. Plan to attend
the concert in your area. UUtchfor times and
places in your local bulletin or newspaper.
March
March
March
March

23
25
26
27

March 28

March 29
March 30
March 31

Jackie Martinus, a sophomore from Alsip, Illinois, is in
her second year as a recipient of
the Janet Ozinga Memorial Scholarship. The $5000 per year renewable, four-year award is given each
year to two Chicagoland young people committed to serving others.
It can be applied toward tuition at
the college of their choice.
Jackie came to Dordt for a
number of reasons. "Both of my
parents and most of my relation
went to Dordt," she says. She also
came for a strong education program and a change of setting.
"Many of my classmates went to
Calvin or Trinity," she says. "I
wanted to go somewhere and meet
new people."

Manhattan, Montana
Lynden, Washington
Abbotsford, B.C. Canada
Surrey, B.c. Canada
Everett, Washington
Seattle, Washington
Mt. Vernon, Washington
Oak Harbor, Washington
Sunnyside, Washington
Nampa, Idaho
Twin Falls, Idaho
Denver, Colorado

6
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An elementary education major
with a music endorsement, Jackie
is not sure whether she wants to
teach only music or be in a
regular classroom. But she has
plenty of time to make that decision. For now music occupies
much of her time. Last year she
was the accompanist fur the Dordt
College Chorale; this year she
sings in the choir. She is also taking piano and organ lessons.
Jackie's spare time is spent participating in intramural sports and
spending time with her friends.
"College is lots of fun," she says.
The balance of challenging work.
lots of activities, and good friendships make her happy she chose
Dordl.
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Students remember teacher Randy Poel '81
The
sign painted on the
door simply says "Room Six."
But all nine teachers and 110
students at the tiny Sheboygan
County Christian High School
just call it "Mr. Poel's room."
Even though he's gone and
won't be coming back.
Randall (Randy) Poel, 31, the
school's only science teacher,
girl's basketball and soccer coach,
died of a heart attack Thursday
[December 14] morning while
playing basketball in the school
gym with some students and a few
other teachers. Attempts fa revive
him through cardiopulmonary
resuscitation

were unsuccessful.

Poel, a teacher at the school for
six years, had no history of heart
problems.
Fellow teacher Steve Kiel said
that students at the school, while
saddened and shocked at the loss,
nevertheless were leaning on their
Christian faith to see them
through.
"If we try to make sense out of
it, we can't;' he said. "But I just
think that God said, 'Randy, your
work on earth is done . . . time

for you to come horne,"
The students say Poel's lifeand death-were reminders of the
devout Christian faith they all
share.
"His teaching always had a
specific purpose," said Ryan Gartman, 17, a senior. "It was to show
that everything fit into God's
plan." Ryan, who also had played
on several of PoeI's teams, said
Poel had brought Christian faith
onto the playing field.
"We were always called upon to
give Christian witness, either on
the field or off," he said.
English teacher Art De Jong
said the students were leaning on
their faith to get through the
mourning period.
"They're reaching out to each
other," he said.
But De Jong said Poel's loss
still was painful, especially given
the nature of the school and the
small size of the faculty.
"Each student here has had him
for classes, every day since they
were freshmen," he said. "We all
do that-we pick them up when
they're freshmen, and take them
all the way through until they're
seniors."
"We lost our entire science
department when we lost him.
This is like a death in the family,'
De Jong said.
Students said they were numbed
by the sudden death, especially
when they had to sit in Poel's
room the next day for science
classes with a substitute teacher.
"11 feels like a dream," said
Todd Burghgraef, 17, a senior at

the school. "This doesn't feel
real, at all."
Fellow senior Julie VerStraate,
17, agreed. "11 feels like he's on
vacation, and he'll be back in a
week or so."
Laura Kuiper, 16, a junior, said
she still could fuel Poel's presence
in his room. "It's hard, when you
look around and see all his
things," she said.
Teachers entered the empty
room cautiously Friday, peering
about as though they were afraid
they might disturb Poel's preparations for class.
Indeed, the chemistry
lab
looked as though Poel might still
step up to the stained soapstone
laboratory bench in front, light
the well-worn Bunsen burner and
launch into another of his
animated lectures on the nature of
the universe.
On the board, Poel's chalked
homework assignments told students to read another chapter in
their texts. Over in a corner, fish
swam in a dark green aquarium
that was off to one side, beneath
the dried husk of a hornets' nest
stuck to the wall above.
Teacher Steve Kiel peered into
a second tank, the glass coated
with green algae. Nothing appeared to move within.
"Hey, he's got his ecosystem
going again," Kiel said.
He explained that the sealed
tank was a model of a sealed ecology, the bacteria and algae inside
mutually supporting each other

indefinitely. Poel, an avid environmentalist, used the tank to
demonstrate to his students how
the earth and its many ecosystems
should
also
be mutually
supportive.
Next to the burner was a large
metal can, its screw-top tightly
sealed. De Jong explained that, as
part of a class demonstration of
air pressure, Poel would open the
can, heat the air inside to force
most of it out, and then quickly
reseal
the can. The can's
aluminum walls, and the reduced
air pressure inside, proved to be
no match for the air pressure
outside.
"This was his famous 'shrinking can trick,''' De Jong said with
a laugh.
Poel's carefully handwritten
notes were open to a section dealing with the now-familiar twisted
step ladder model of DNA - the
chemical that is the building block
of all life. The desk's drawers
were neatly organized, the books
and wire-bound notebooks inside
carefully grouped by subject and
labeled.
But students say Poel's lectures
always were lively and animated-even
a little unconventional.
"He would bounce around the
room, bouncing off of the walls
to demonstrate the random motion of an atom," said Laura
Kuiper.
Senior Ryan Flipse, 17, said
Poel would go to almost any

length in his lectures to get his
students' attention.
"He would stand on top of a desk
and jump up and down when he was
telling us how important the units
are," he said with a laugh.
A teacher laughs and says that
was a standard piece of Poel's
repertoire: "My kids ask each
other, 'has he jumped on top of
the desk, yet?"
But JoEllen Poel, Randall's
wife, said there was a far more
serious side to her husband's antics in class.
She quoted a Bible passage
from SI. Paul's letter to the
Romans, which talks about those
who are called to certain works in
this life.
"That was Randy," she said.
"He felt called by the Lord to the
profession. He was called to work
according to the Lord's purpose."
"He saw science in everything."
Besides his wife, who is six
months pregnant, Poel is survived
by two sons; Nathan, 5, and
Daniel,2.
He also is survived by his
parents, Norman and Lucile Poel,
of Grand Rapids, Michigan; a
twin brother, Rick (ex'81), of
Seattle, Washington; and four
sisters: Sue Lemkuil ('72) of
Ripon, Calif.; Mary Kruis ('74)
of Gallup, N. M.; Barb Poel ('78)
of Nashville, Tenn.; and Lisa
Broekhuis ('85) of Colorado
Springs, Colo.
0
Reprinted with permission of
the Milwaukee Journal.

Randy Poel died of a heart attack on
December 14. He is fondly remembered
as an excellent teacher and committed
Christian.

"His teaching
always had a specific
purpose. It was to
show that everything
fit into God's
plan.' ,
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Western Michigan alumni meet and relive old times
Drew
Jelgerhuis ('85),
vice president
of the West
Michigan alumni chapter, reports
an excellent turnout at an alumni
reception on Friday, December
29, during the Hope Holiday
Classic in Holland. The event,
planned by Drew and his wife,
Jane (Vanden Heuvel, '84), was
held at Central Avenue Christian
Reformed Church.
Despite a disappointing loss to
the Hope team in the Defenders'
opening game of the tournament,
well over 100 alumni and other
Dordt supporters had an enjoyable evening with the team
following the game. Happily, the
Defenders went on to a convincing win over Lake Forest College
(Illinois) the next day.
"We
really
enjoyed
the

weekend," says Drew, "seeing
old friends, talking about great
times at Dordt, and enjoying
fellowship together with other
alumni after Friday's game. Seeing the team play and cheering
them on brought back a lot of
great memories. Garnes at Dordt
were always a great social event
and an opportunity to get away
from studying and vent some
frustration!' ,
A highlight of the evening, at
least for Dordt professor Syne
Altena, was a rousing chorus of
"Happy- Anniversary."
Syne,
who was in Holland as KDCR
color commentator for the games,
and his wife, Judy, were celebrating their 25th. "Syne must be
quite a romantic,"
comments
Drew. "He flew his wife in to
Holland just for the occasion."O
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Alumni board profile

Arlan Memmelaar teaches
social studies for 23 years
for the whole family

What's the difference?
You lived at Dordt for a few years,
you made lots of friends here,
and a vacation at Dordt
is far cheaper!

Reunion '90
August 10-12, 1990
82

Class of 1960 (started '58),
1965, 1970,
1975, 1980

Except
for two years
served in the military, Arlan
Memmelaar
('66) has been
teaching since his graduation
from Dordt. He has taught at
Christian schools in Edgerton,
Minnesota; Sheboygan, Wisconsin; and for the last several years
at Calvin Christian in Escondido,
California. While in Wisconsin,
he received an M.S. from the
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. At present he is teaching
Social Studies and English at
Calvin Jr. High in Escondido.
Arlan grew up in Prairie City,
Iowa, and graduated from Pella
Christian High. His wife, Elaine
(Jasper, '70), was born in Orange
City, Iowa, but grew up in
Artesia, California, and graduated
from Valley Christian High in
Cerritos, California. They were
married in 1970 and have taught

together in both Sheboygan and
Calvin Christian schools. Elaine
now works at Westminster
Theological Seminary in Escondido as Registrar.
The Memmelaars are involved
in several projects that relate to
church and school. Arlan just
finished a second term as elder in
their church. Elaine has been
directing the church choir until
just recently and now serves as an
accompanist. Arlan sings with the
Hidden Valley Male Chorus,
which Elaine directs.
Their children are all students
at Calvin Christian. Mark is a
freshman, Jeff is in sixth grade,
and Karen is in third. In the summer, the family enjoys traveling
and camping.
Arlan and Elaine both appreciate the strong reformed
perspective they received at
Dordt.
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Through the Prism

Foster parenting

Bokhovens open their home and extend their love
Susan Bokhoven
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rocked sobbing two- year-olds to
sleep, stayed awake at night

('78)

"Make me a channel of your
peace. Where there is hatred, let
me bring your love; Where there
is injury, your pardon, Lord; And
where there's doubt, true faith in
you.

o Master, grant that I may never
seek so much to be consoled as to
console, to be understood as to
understand, to be loved as to love
with all my soul.
(Psalter Hymnal #545)
The
words of this song
could be quoted as a theme for
our family. We try to follow
God's command to help others
and be sensitive to their needs.
Often this means allowing people
to live with us. Some
are
strangers when they arrive and
need a place to stay for a few
days, weeks,

or months.

Others

are friends from our church. OUf
fourth bedroom has long been a
place of refuge for toddlers to
adults. Their names and dates are
recorded in my diaries. Their experiences have changed our lives.
I believe it was my family who
challenged us to continue their
compassionate outreach. The
large three-story home in which
I grew up was an ever-cha-nging
kaleidoscope of aging grandparents,

Christian

school

teach-

ers, traveling foreigners. and
foster children. The Sunday dinner table always had room for the
church janitor, an elderly piano
tea~hert._or visitors who had at- -fended

the

morning

worship

service.

Our parents were not surprised
when we became registered foster
parents of the state of Iowa in
1979. Bill and I had been married
for two years and had an infant

waiting

for an eighteen-year-old

to come home, and drove an
eleven-year-old
to special
counselors

and psychiatrists.

A

dozen lives meshed with ours
over the next eight years.
Working with the public social
system has had its frustrations.
We became a part of a team of

professional

counselors,

medical

authorities, lawyers, and social
workers-yet we seldom saw
long term changes in the lives of

the children we parented. There
were no fairy-tale endings for
these children. Twice we saw
young boys accepted into adopting families who thought they
could give them their name and

love forever. The dreams shattered before the required sixmonth waiting period elapsed to
finalize their adoptions. Each boy
returned to foster care with
deeper scars of rejection.
During these years we had two
more sons of our own. The cam-

pus ministry at our church asked
us to be sponsors

of their college

student group. We accepted the
challenge. Students soon felt
comfortable dropping by our
home to talk, play pool, or have
impromptu parties. We began to
accommodate

their needs.

Some

needed lodging for a summer
evening as they passed through
Ames

enroute

to an interview.

Some needed a place to stay until an apartment could be found.
Some needed a place to stay until they finished Ph.D. work.
Each came with individual needs,
and many developed friendships
with our family that have lasted
for years.

Each school year we signed up
for "home-away-from-home"
students through the church
campus program. We baked ex-

them sports techniques.
It remains exciting to watch these
students make important career
and marriage decisions, and tears

tra

are shed as they graduate from

:er

son. We felt we had time and love
to share with other children.
We quickly learned that "time
and love" can only begin to erase
the emotional scars and in-

table. They in turn quizzed our

In 1988 I accepted a position on
the Birthright Board of Directors.
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securities

sons

Birthright is an organization
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of these children.

We

treats

children"
them

ed
to

for

our

.. college

and frequently invited

to join

us at our dinner

on math facts and taught

our community.

that

grams with us. Others would earn

In

January

son

was

having

emergency

surgery. I was there at the
hospital again to sit beside his bed
and ache for him as he
whimpered in pain. Two months

a
TI-

later we were invited to Julie's

ng

wedding. Their names and lives
remain engraved
forever.

ped
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in our hearts

Beloit Lutheran Services of
Iowa is located a few blocks from
Susan, Nicholas, Eric, and Mark Bokhoven.

of intense counseling

the right to a monthly overnight.

women.

IS,

le,

terms

and group living. We have been
called to take children during the
holidays if they have no other
place to go. One boy became our
"Sunday child" who attended
church and Sunday school pro-

pregnant

in
en
ril
an
he

Its

year

offers friendship and assistance to
1989 Julie moved in with us and
stayed for the duration of her
pregnancy. We celebrated the
birth of her son on May 7i When
I held him in the hospital, I
somehow felt related to him. Five
weeks later Julie called to say her

1St

filled with emotionally distressed
children who usually stay for two

our home. Their two cottages are

Family visits to nursing homes
encouraged our children to enjoy

elderly people. One woman
became especially fond of our
sons. She is married, but due to
multiple sclerosis at a young age,
she was not able to bear children.
We fondly call her "Grandma
Ardy. " She and her husband visit
our home each year.
We have tried to accept the
responsibility of being a part of
God's family by extending our
family to those who need us.
Their lives have threaded colorful patterns into the tapestry of
our life. It is our prayer that God
will allow us to continue

ministry.

Susan Bokhoven and her husband, Bill,
have opened their home to children and
adults for the past ten years.

"Our fourth bedroom has long been
a place of refuge for
toddlers to adults.
Their names and
dates are recorded in
my diaries."

in this
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Class notes
In a recent Voice
reader survey, alumni
repeatedly asked for
more news about other
alumni. Send yours in
now. Let us and your
classmates know what
you're doing. And include a picture if you
have one.

70s
Al and Judy (Arends,'72) Brueggeman are living in Harris, Iowa. Judy
is principal of Harris-Lake Park
Elementary School and AI is a farmer.
Doug and Mary (Feikema, '73)
Vander Woude live in Lynden,
Washington.
Doug is production
manager for CANFOR Corporation
and Mary is a homemaker.

Elaine (Scholten)Mastbergen ('76)
has recently received her master of arts
degree in counseling and educational
psychology from the University of South
Dakota. She is currently a family
therapist with the Northwest IO\WMental Health Center.
Dan and Nancy (Goeman, '76)
Vander Meer live in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Nancy is the director of
youth, music, and drama at Oakdale
Park Christian Reformed Church.
Nancy Boerman (ex'77) recently
became a staff member of Youth With
A Mission at Rapid River Ranch, a
retreat and renewal center outside of
Riggens, Idaho. Previously she worked
as a legal secretary in San Francisco,
California.
David Willems (ex'77) is working
with ITT at the Gallium Arsenide
Technology
Center in Roanoke,
Virginia. He is conducting research on
microminiature microwave communication and radar circuits.
Stan Kruis ('78) completed his
master of divinity degree at Calvin
Seminary in 1984, and then served in
the Philippines for one year with Christian Reformed World Missions. Later,
after ordination, he returned to the
Philippines with CRWM in 1986. He
serves there as a church developer. Stan
met his wife, Bessie, in the Philippines.
She has earned bachelor of science and
master's
of science degrees in"
agriculture economics. They have been
on their home service since August,
1989, and plan to return to their
ministry in the Philippines in February,

His wife, Christi, is a registered nurse at
Our Lady of Mercy Hospital in Dyer, Indiana, where they live.
Adriaan
and Sharon
(Van De
Weert,ex'8l)
Verburg are living in Richmond, Vermont, where Adriaan works on
his dad's dairy farm.
Harvey and Carol (Bentz, '83) Opp are
moving from Hastings, Nebraska, where
Harvey was the pastor of Grace Reformed
Church for two and a half years, to Colorado, where Harvey will become minister
of the Blue Cliff Community Reformed
Church in Karava!.
Doug and Elly (Kistemaker) Van Zee
(ex'84,ex'85) are living in Lynnville.
Iowa. where Doug works at Sully Co-op
and Elly enjoys being a homemaker after
four years of teaching at Newton Christian School.
Valarie Haarsma ('85) is working as

rooms division manager at the Silver King
Hotel in Park City, Utah. This year she
is anticipating a trip to China.
Brianand Laura (Rozenboom,'86) Ten
Pass live near Waupun, Wisconsin, where
Brian is a dairy farmer and Laura teaches
4th grade at Waupun Christian School.
Tim and Sherri Moerman (' 86) recently moved to Jefferson, Iowa, where
Tim became the administrator for the city
of Jefferson. Sherri will be working for
Brooker Financial.
Mike and Lana (Bosma, '87) Todd live
in Columbus Junction, Iowa. Mike owns
and operatesthe Louisa VeterinaryClinic.
Lana keeps busy substitute teaching,
teaching piano lessons, and helping at the
clinic.
Dave Van Heemst ('88) graduated this
December from the American University
with a master's degree in political science
specializing in American government.
Presently he is working in Washington
D.C. and he plans to start working toward
his Ph.D. in the fall.

MARRIAGES
Dan Vander

Meer

and Nancy

Goeman ("76), June 23,1989.
Stan

Kruis

('78)

and

Bessie

Regalado. March 11. 1989.

1990.
Kevin and Sandy (Walvoort)
Kroese ('79,'79) live near Boyden,
Iowa, where Kevin farms and Sandy
enjoys being a homemaker and spending time with her four kids.

80s
Daniel Kuik ('81) is the associatepastor
at Munster Christian Reformed Church.

Harvey

Opp and Carol

Bentz

("83). June 17. 1989.
Brian Ten Pass and Laura Rozen-

boom ("86). August 4, 1989.
Greg De Stigler (' 87) and Julie
Broekhuis ("87). June 17. 1989.
James Verhoeven ("90) and
Karen Van Veldhuizen ("87). July
21. 1989.

Future Defenders
Brad and Marcia (Nieuwsma) Kuiper ("71:73), Jahn Regan. 8/2/89
Al and Judy (Arends. ·72) Brueggeman, Nathan Henry. adopted 11/7/89
Doug and Mary (Feikema,'73)
Den and Lavonne

"Over the long
term, Alumni Life
will effectively increase the endowment by more than
$2 million."

new Dordt College
fund raising program has won an
award of merit from the Council
for the Advancement and Support
of Education (CASE). Director of
Development Verlyn De Wit was
honored at a special awards banquet in Des Moines on January 23
for his role in designing and implementing the Dordt College
Alumni Life program.
CASE award chairman Joseph
P. Rowson describes winners as
"selling a standard for colleagues
in District VI.'·
Judges selected the Alumni
Life Program as an entry in the
category of special constituency
giving. De Wit describes it as "a
proposal to 100 alumni to provide
a programmed gift for Dordl's
endowment. •• Its intention is "to
transform modest annual contributions into a long-term major

gift through purchasing a life insurance policy owned by the college:'
Five
alumni
who
have
distinguished themselves as insurance professionals and financial planners make up the college's Life Insurance Council,
Members of the council are Dennis Hop ('77), Calgary, Alberta;
Marlo De Young ('68), Bellingham, Washington; Don Addink ("71), Phoenix. Arizona;
Roger Kroll ('74), Sioux Center,
Iowa; and Dennis Visser ('69),
Iowa City, Iowa. The research
and suggestions of these men
helped produce the successful
program, which focused on a
group of only 100 supporters.
"Over the long term, Alumni
Life will effectively increase the
endowment by more than $2
million," says De wn.
0

(Bergsma,'76)

Ritenour,

Kay Marie,

12/21/89

Le Roy and Melinda (Pasma:76) Costa. Amy Josephine. 11/20/89
Robert and Marie (Kimm:76) Kootstra, David Scott. 10/4/89
Jerry and Melody (Olivier) De Wit ("76:76), David James. 8/1/89
Steve and Shelly Van Sant ('77), Bradley Aaron and Braydon Andrew,

11/4/89
David and Marjorie Willems (ex·77). Marissa Chantel Joy, 3/2/89
Jerry and Geraldine

(Brands,'78)

Runia, Sherry Dawn, 1/10/90

William and Cathy (de Jong,ex·78) Adelman. Cody Robert. 5/25/89
Richard and Fern (Van Houten) Kobes ("79:78). Daniel Richard,
11/7/89
Kevin and Sandy (Walvoort) Kroese ("79:79). Benjamin Joe. 11118/89
Curt and Pat (Kreykes) Ahrenholz ("81:79), Rebekah Anne, 12/5/89
Dave and Debbie (Schrotenboer,

'80) Brumfield, Ryan David and Derek

Jay. 1/7/90
Tim and Maxine

(Feenstra,'80)

Haagsma, Amanda Lea, 10/2/89

Jeff and Karen (Scheffer.ex'Bu), Kaysha Joy. 8/5/89
Kelly and jayne (De Bruin) Tien ("80:81). Morgan Lynne, 12/22/89
Ron and Roberta (Tiemstra) Biel ('80.ex·81), Vicki Anne, 7/30/89
Adriaan and Sharon (Van De weert.ex'St) Verburg. Tessa Joy. 12/27/89
Garret and Wendy (Bouwman, '81) Brouwer, Jeffrey Benjamin, 4/19/89

Gary and Linda (De Boer) Peters ("81:81). Matthew David. 1/17/90
Daniel and Christi Kuik ("81). Nathan David. 10/5/89
Lyle and Lonnie Gorter ('81). Danielle Joy. 8/24/89
Wes and Ladona Fopma ("82). Kevin Thomas. 11/14/89
Andy and Lori (Christians:82) Bailey. Joseph Christians, 7/6/89
Tim and Suzette {Luyt) Vos ("83:82). Ethan Harold. 7/20/89
Jerrold and Rhonda (Krikke) Wynia ("82.ex·84). Jason Allen. 12/10/89
Jerry and Lois Hofmeyer ("83). Anna Lisa. 10/21/89
John and Anne (Jones:83) Savage, Joshua John. 8/15/89
Ken and Diane (Vander Schaaf, '83) Nywening, Kimberly Joy. 11/25/89
Phil and Sherrie (Sudenga) Van Voorst ('83, ·84), Rochelle Leann,
1/10/90
Jim and Brenda (Grillers) Regnerus ("83,·84). StephanJames. 11130/89
Charlie and Lisa (Katsma, '84) Beetstra, Ariel Arlene, 12/22/89
Doug and Jennifer Attema ('84), Andrew John, 11/12/89
Joseph and Sandra (Van Beek) Mulder ("84,·84). Jonathon Paul, 7/18/89

Mark and Laura (Ohbink) Heystek ("84:85). Lucas Mark. 10/21/89
Don and Sheila (Koldenhoven) Lammers ("84:85). Joseph Lee. 12/21/89
Don and Lori (Burrus) Top ("84.ex·85). Derek. 7/18/89
Doug and Elly (Kistemaker) Van Zee (ex·84.ex'85). Dana Jean. 10/17/89
Jim and Glenda (Van Dyke) Bos ("85:85), Nathan John. 9/27/89
Rev. Michael and Gina (De Krnyf) Johnson ("85.'85). Nicholas Scott.
8/6/89
Grant and Janelle (Vanden Berg:85) Clausen. Colton Larr, 12/18/89
David and Paula Brenneman ("86). Ross Alan, 9/5/89
Ken and Mary (Mulder.ex'Bo) Wynia. Rachel Joy, 9/29/89
James and Lisa (Vanden Berg) Dejong ("86.ex·89). Zachary James,
9/30/88
Dave and Lisa Van Voorst ("87), Bryan David. 8/30/89

CORRESPONDENCE CLIPPING

Alumni fund raising program receives CASE award

A

Vander Woude, Carla Joy, 11/18/89

Roger and Alice (Doornbos) Addink ("76:75). Shannon Faith, 8/1/89

We at Dordt College are interested in hearing how you
are doing and what kinds of events are happening in
your life. Please check and fill out the coupon below
and mail to: Alumni Association, Dordt College, Sioux
Center, Iowa 51250
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Department Profile

Students in computer science receive help from Professor Marvin Wielard.

Mathematics and computer science

Rigorous program is enhanced by practical experience X
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Sally Jongsma

F

or members
of the
mathematics
and computer
science department, seeing the
fruit of their labors is a daily DCcurrence. Two recent graduates,
lim Bos ('85) and Tim Louwerse
('88) sit at the helm of campus
computer operations,
working
closely with department faculty.
Although not faculty, Bos and
Louwerse
do an enormous
amount of informal teaching in
addition to their work as systems
analysts.
Bos and Louwerse, products of
Dordt's mathematics and computer science department, embody what professors hope to see
in their graduates: professional
expertise and a commitment to
serve.
In reality, to talk about a single
department of mathematics and
computer science is somewhat
misleading.
Although closely
related, there are really three
separate areas: mathematics,
computer science, and management information systems (MIS).
Yet, because of overlapping expertise and the size of the department, the situation works very
well, say its faculty members.
"We really only have one
'pure' mathematician anyway, "
quips Dennis De Jong, assistant
professor of computer science,
with mock reverence. To which
Dr. Calvin Jongsrna rejoins in
jest, "And even he's been tainted
by TEX® and its programming
demands." TEX® is a sophisticated scientific typesetting program Jongsma learned to use for
the textbook on logic and mathematical proofs he is currently
writing.
The comfortable camaraderie
between professors is indicative
of how they feel about their work.
When asked to describe their program all respond enthusiastically.
"Our
program
parallels
as
closely as we can the curriculum
recommended by the national
Committee on the Undergraduate
Program in Mathematics," says
Jongsrna , chairman
of the
department.
The newer computer' science
program also meets national standards as set by the Association for
Computing Machinery. Furthermore, De long adds, it provides
practical
opportunities
for
students that many other colleges
do not have.
In addition to a solid program,
says Professor Arnold Veldkamp,
there is a strong commitment to
good teaching and giving personal attention
to students.
Students
aren't
taught
by
undergraduate TAs as in large
schools. While Dordt cannot of~Mif:1.%%t;:it::::::~;.<:~.::«<:"k'

'::'2'''-«~'

fer the same range of electives as
large universities, students are
provided with a strong base from
which they can enter a variety of
careers or graduate schools.
"Our graduates don't speak of
glaring holes in their preparation," says Dr. Willis Alberda,
professor of mathematics and
dean of the natural science division. Majors who have gone on
to places such as Yale, the
University of Wisconsin, and the
University oflllinois find they are
well-prepared.
Compared to many other colleges, Dordt has a stronger emphasis
on the history
and
philosophy
of mathematics,
Alberda adds. "We're interested
in technical excellence but also in
providing a context in which to
understand how mathematics and
computer science, through God's
leading, canoe to be what they are
today. " That understanding puts
the technical study in a slightly
different perspective.
Although results and even
classes may not be very different
from those at another college or
university, such a perspective
helps students understand the
place mathematics has in their
lives
and in our
world.
"Sometimes we're simply doing
some consciousness raising in an
area where people don't expect
religion to make a difference,"
adds Jongsma.
The Management Information
Systems (MIS) major is a good
example of this perspective, says
Alberda. "Since the program
began there has been a strong emphasis on the expectations we
have for technology. Students
will have to face some hard questions about the appropriateness of
certain technologies; we need to
give them the tools to make
choices."
Those tools do not come only
in mathematics and computer
science courses, faculty members
stress. "That's the value of attending a college where you also
take many other courses," says
Jongsma, "We don't have to address everything in our courses
because students are also dealing
with important issues in the core
courses they are all required to
take. "
General 300 (Calling, Task,
and Culture) and CMSC 301
(Technology and Society) raised
many important issues for me,
says Louwerse. Even now, he
says, it gives him something to go
back to.
But for Louwerse and many
other computer science majors,
the idea of service was made concrete in a practicum integrated
with their undergraduate studies.
Many students have given invaluable assistance to both the

college and local business and
service organizations through this
learning opportunity.
Over the past six years, some
students have developed Dordt's
computer-based
administrative
system, customizing it to the
needs of the individual offices.
Other students have developed a
warehouse inventory system; a
manufacturing resource management program; a dealership accounts receivable,
accounts
payable, and inventory system;
and a small library cataloging
system.
In addition to giving students an
abundance of experience, these
practica have had other benefits
as well. Many students have continued to work for the organization during their college years
even after the practicum was
completed. And in other cases,
the position turned into a full-time
job after graduation or helped
graduates get a similar job very
easily.
"We are continually getting
calls asking for students to work
on a specific project while they
are studying,"
says Alberda.
There is tremendous opportunity
for students to get practical
experience.
Freshman Tim De long, for
example, recently began working
for a local electrical contracting
firm on a program graphics project. "He picked up the language
quickly and is off and running,"
says Bos.

There are usually more opportunities than students to fill them.
Bos and Louwerse keep their eyes
open for students they think can
take on these responsibilities.
"It's easy to tell," says Bos. "I
notice someone spending many
more hours in the computer
center than are necessary to complete an assignment, and I ask
them to do a little project. If it
goes well there will be more opportunities
later."
Louwerse
adds,"
You can pick out the
good ones by the intelligent questions they ask and the time they
spend helping others."
Working with professionals
gives the students a different
perspective on learning: they're
attacking problems, discussing
solutions, making decisions on a
daily basis. They see that book
knowledge has real-life value.
"As a student, I probably
learned as much the summer I
worked with Dr. Ribbens setting
up the system for the academic
office as I did in all of my
courses," says Bos. Cooperation,
toano work, individual responsibility, and seeing how things tie
into day-to-day operations are irnportant aspects of any job.
Although mathematics majors
don't have quite the same practicum opportunities, they too gain
valuable practical experience during their undergraduate years.
Future teachers not only teach
during their professional semester,

Jim Bos ('85) is responsible for programming and maintenance of computers on Dordt's campus. Student
assistant Harold Groenendyk, who has
worked with Bos for three years,
already has a positionwith NOBL Labs
after graduation.

continued on page 8
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Around Campus

Dordt students join D. C. Right to Life march
,'I think some kids

at first decided to go
to Washington,
D. c., for a good
time, but in the end
all were fighting for
a cause."

"Unlike most
colleges, Dordt's
computer science
program has its own
system, which means
that students do not
have to compete with
administrative offices
for time on one
central system."

8

Jennifer Schelhaas

Eighty-one
Dordt students finally arrived at George. town University after an unexpected tour of the slums of
Washington, D.C., in a double
decker bus. We were six hours
behind schedule, but fortunately
the people who were to arrange
our housing for our three-night
stay in Washington
for the
American Collegiates for Life
(ACL) Convention waited for us.
We soon discovered that we
wouldn't be staying on Georgetown's campus, but housed in a
variety of other places in the
capital. I ended up spending my
nights at a monastery. This in
itself made for a very interesting
experience, but not nearly as interesting as our main reason for
traveling to nc.-to
participate in
the National Right to Life March.
Our first two days in Washington, nc., were spent attending
seminars at the ACL convention.
We heard inspiring
pro-life
speeches given by people who were
doctors, journalists, members of
the National Right to Life Committee, Feminists for Life, and the
Christian Action Council. Even
more inspiring to me, though, was
the opportunity to be gathered
with college students from allover
the country, joined together in
fighting abortion and ultimately
saving unborn babies.
On Monday, January 22, the
17th anniversary of the Roe vs.
Wade decision, the 81 Dordt
students gathered with about
75,000 other pro-lifers behind the
White House. Groups of people

Thmmy Dirksen, Kathy Van Hofwegen,

and Jennifer wait in front of the White House for the march to begin.

sang; others spoke to clusters of
people around them.
A phone call from President
Bush, in which he commended
those who came to march and
pledged his support, further inspired each of those gathered.
With great enthusiasm and a
strong sense of purpose, the march
to the Supreme Court Building
began. Some Dordt students were
chosen to carry wooden baby coffins at the head of the march and
stack them up in front of the
Supreme Court. The rest of us
marched behind the ACL banner
carrying signs and chanting

slogans like "Pro-choice, what a
lie. Babies never choose to die."
Reflecting back on the trip,
almost everyone who went felt
that the convention and march bad
definitely been worth the long
drive and, even though we paid
for it later, getting behind in
classes. Kathy Van Hofwegen, a
freshman on the trip, said after
hearing the speeches and being
shown pictures of aborted babies,
"My heart hurt for the unborn
babies, and I was glad that I could
do something to help make a difference."
Campus Pastor Don Draayer,

who accompanied the students,
said, "Being there caused inany
students to realize that the problem of abortion is very real even
though we don't see much opposition to pro-life on Dordr's campus." He sensed that the attitudes
of some students changed during
the trip. "I think some kids at first
decided to go to Washington,
D.C., for a good time, but in the
end all were fighting for a cause."
I know that the trip reaffirmed
my stance against abortion and
showed me that standing up and
being counted does make a difference.
0

the business and institutional
organizations of our society.
Unlike most colleges, Dordt's
computer science program has its
own system, which means that
students do not have to compete
with administrative offices for
time on one central system. "We
opted several years ago for a networked multi-user system of
microcomputers and have never
been sorry," says Alberda. "We
have fewer problems, have spent
less money than many other institutions, and have a system entirely devoted to student use."
"We're very proud of our
facilities," says Professor Marvin
Wielard. "We have a powerful
system that is very accessible to
anyone who needs to use it."
"The only thing we lack is
recognition of the brand names on
some of the computers," adds
Bas. He and Alberda have spent
many hours looking for the best
machine for the intended use and
the money. This means a visitor

to the computer center will see
names such as Altos, Leading
Edge, and Wyse in addition to the
IBMs, MacIntoshes, and Apples
that dot the campus. In many
cases, the faculty says, these
clones are of equal or better
quality than the brand name
versions.
With the increasing
trend
toward
experience-oriented
education, Dordt mathematics
and computer science faculty feel
confident that they are serving
their students well. And they have
dreams for even bigger and better things: a Dordt College Computer Information
Services
Center, serving not only students
and the college but also community organizations; a topics course
for students and faculty; short
computer workshops in a variety
of technical areas; and for Bos, a
simple one-one day when the
phone doesn't ring so he can catch
up on his backlog of requests for
help.
0

Department Profile (can't)
con't from page 7
they also help teach a precalculus college algebra course
under the supervision of a faculty
member. "Students gain class experience without having to worry
about discipline and classroom

management;' says Jongsma.
Mathematics students also help
grade daily assignments and lead
extra problem sessions for introductory courses. And they participate in a rigorous problemsolving seminar as preparationfor
the Putnam Exam, a national
mathematics competition.
In the past, faculty mathematicians' main worry about facilities
and equipment centered around
whether there was enough chalk
for them to fill the blackboard
several times an hour. Today that,
too, is changing.
Computer
science instructors are not the
only ones keeping up to date with
computer equipment. Math professors encourage students to use
state-of-the-art calculators in their
problem solving and have begun
to incorporate computer software
programs into a number of their
courses. In both areas there is a
continual search for new equipment that will better meet the
needs of students going out into
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Around Campus

Retired electrical
engineer finds a
niche at Dordt

'd
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Dorthea Groenendyk

ie

Dordt
College has all
kinds of supporters, Some donate
money or gifts, Some send their
children here or attend the basketball games. Henry Hegeman
gives the college a special kind of
support.
At age 71, Mr.
Hegeman has saved Dordt
thousands of dollars in repairs,
while bringing his own kind of
vivacity to the campus.
His close connection with the
college began last summer when
Dr. Paulo Ribeiro
of the
engineering department invited
him to take a look at some of the
department's broken equipment.
Mr. Hegeman did all of the
repairs needed in the engineering
building and moved on to help
other departments in the science
building.
Dr. Aaldert Mennega mentions
the hours of work that Mr.
Hegeman spent for the biology
department. "He spent many,
many hours cleaning, greasing
and oiling, and replacing the
missing parts on our microscopes.
They're just like new," he says.
A retired electrical engineer,
Mr. Hegeman came to the United
States from The Netherlands in
1956, bringing his wife and all
seven of his children with him,
He was educated in Holland,
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spending three years in a trade
school there, and then five years
going to technical school in the
evenings. He worked for twenty
years with a government shortwave radio station. After moving
to Sioux Center, he became a
general
foreman
at EMW
Groschopp, a manufacturer of
small engines.
After finishing his work in the
science building early this fall,
Mr. Hegeman's growing reputation as an excellent repairman led
him to the Media Center. There,
he went right to work on the college's broken VCR's, televisions,
tape players,
radios,
and
whatever cameras or other equipment the professors could slip in
for him to look at. "He stops in
almost every day,"
Fred Haan, director of the
Dordt Print Shop and Media
Center says, "We usually have
something for him, too."
Mr. Hegeman has had some
health problems in the past. He
now lives alone in a small, immaculate apartment in Sioux
Center. He calls the work he's
done for Dordt "a kind of therapy
for me, When you don't do
anything, you get older," he
says. "I see the people around me
getting so old, I kind of want to
fight that."
Mr. Hegeman has lots of in-

teresting ways of keeping busy,
He points to a small electronic
organ and says, "1play the organ
sometimes. But I always wear my
headphones when I do; I don't
want to bother the neighbors." A
computerized chess board is set
up next to his favorite chair. He
explains that he always has a
game going, "Whenever I get
bored, I can sit down and play, "
He beats the computer most of the
time, "They're smart little things
though,". he says.
He also enjoys
reading,
especially church and religious
materials. He reads the Bible in
Dutch, and likes to speak Dutch
with some of the older people
around him, and several of the
professors at Dordt. In the past he
has "filled in" for Professors

Case Boot and John Struyk to
produce a weekly radio program
of Dutch psalms and hymns. For
more than two years now,
though, listeners to KDCR-FM
have heard Mr. Hegeman's
homeland brogue each Sunday as
he hosts "Looft den Heer"
(Praise the Lord).
Mr. Hegeman appreciates the
people he's met at Dordt. "I love
to be there," he says. "I like to
be around the professors and the
kids, "
The various people at Dordt
who have seen Mr. Hegeman's
work are extremely happy to have
him here. He's been a wonderful
example of Christian service, and
we appreciate him. He responds,
"I love Dordt College, I love it
because I love the Lord,"
D

After spending several weeks last summer and this fall repairing electrical
equipment, Henry Hegeman stops in
frequently to see if there is anything else
he can fix.

"At age 71, Mr.
Hegeman has saved
Dordt thousands of
dollars in repairs,
while bringing his
own kind of vivacity
to the campus."

Ringerwole receives unexpected gift for library
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Sally Jongsma

An

interesting thing happened to Dr. Joan Ringerwole the
other day. A gentleman greeting
her in a receiving line after a
recital told her he was looking for
a home for his copy of the classic
set, The Organ Builder bY Dom
Bedos. He asked whether the

Dordt library had a copy. To
Ringerwole's negative reply, he
answered, "I'll send it."
Ringerwole was guest organist
for one of three dedicatory recitals
on Calvin College's new chapel
organ on January 14,
A week later, the offer nearly
forgotten, Ringerwole received a
large heavy package in the mail .In-

side were two impressive looking
12" x 18" volumes, the definitive
work on organ building and construction. Also included was a twopage letter, in which the donor, Mr.
Gordon De Young of Ada,
Michigan, explained his actions.
"I must make good on my
promise of donating to Dordt College library my copy of The
Organ Builder by Francois Bedos
de Celles, O,S,B."
"Perhaps I ought to identify
myself," he continued, "since you
are probably wondering what kind
of character would walk up to you
and tell you that he's looking for
a home for the Dom Bedos title,"
Mr. De Young, who has a keen
interest in music, has been an organ enthusiast for years. As a junior high teacher, several years ago,
he developed a mini-course on the
pipe organ. He developed a syllabus and took his students to see
a large pipe organ. Family vacations for the De Youngs often included a stop at an organ builder,
In the past seven or eight years,
Mr. De Young's primary interest

in organs has shifted from pipe to
reed instuments. Since he hasn't
consulted The Organ Builder for
some time, he decided to find a
"good home for it."
Although Mr. De Young is not
a Dordt alumnus, he taught for
seven
years
in
Lynden,
Washington, with current Dordt
professors
Dale Grotenhuis,
Arnold Veldkamp, and Marian
Vander Ark. After Ringerwole's
recital at Calvin on January 14,
Mr. De Young writes, he was impressed by the instrument and the
organist-both
from Iowa!
Ringerwole, whose first love is
organs, is very pleased with the
gift. At present it sits on the grand
piano in her office, ready for
anyone who wishes to leaf
through not only its many pages
of text but also its many skillfully
done, large multi-folded, pull-out
diagrams and figures illustrating
the organ.
Soon The Organ Builder will go
to the library, but for now Ringerwole enjoys having it on display
in her office.
D

, 'A gentleman
greeting her in a
receiving line after a
recital told her he
was looking for a
home for his copy of
the classic set, The
Organ Builder by
Dom Bedos.? ,
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Students, Shon Heersink and Bret Dorhout, composed and produced new theme music for KDCR. DifTerent variations
on a four-note theme standing for the letters K-D-C-R serve as bridges between program segments.

KDCR "renovates" programming
Chuck Adams

"In their place are
shorter programs of
news and information interspersed
with music."

KDCR
doesn't sound
like its old self anymore. Gone
are the scratchy, outdated records
and old-fashioned choral music.
Gone too are" On Campus" and
"Community Closeup." In their
place are shorter programs of
news and information interspersed with music.
KDCR station manager Dennis
De Waard says KDCR hasn't
completely changed its format.
Rather, he calls the changes "a
renovation of format. " According to De Waard, KDCR hasn't
changed its purpose or desire to
conform to biblical norms for

broadcasting.
The change is
simply to better serve the needs
of
the
broader
listening
community.
A recent survey of the broadcast area and a questionnaire sent
to various leaders in the community convinced the KDCR staff
that change was needed Aceor-,
ding to De Waard, "People are
more mobile these days. It's difficult to nail them down for a full
hour program. "

Therefore KDCR programming is now organized into
smaller portions, with bits of information
"dropped
in"
throughout the day. Music is
designed to match what the

typical listener might be doing at
the time he or she is listening.
Perhaps the most exciting part
of KDCR's renovation is the use
of new technology to update the
station's sound. KDCR is one of
only a handful
of stations
worldwide using digital audio
tape (DAT) machines. Compact
discs are being worked into the
format and KDCR has a new
package of theme music composed and produced on a system
of synthesizers and a MacIntosh
computer by Dordt students Shon
Heersink and Bret Dorhout.
De Waard is so impressed by
what Heersink and Dorhout have
done with their synthesizers that
he is telling
other station
managers and advertising executives in the region about their
work. "What
they've
done
sounds just as good if not better
than what professional outfits are
doing, and they can do it dirt
cheap compared to others."
"This may be the first time
KDCR has ever been on the cutting edge of any technology,"
says De Waard. "But the digital
originations and synthesized
music fit our purposes well. " In
the future De Waard hopes to
have a completely digitally synthesized production
studio.
"Then we can get rid of our old
reel to reel machines,"
he
explains.
Renovation at
CR lsll/t
complete. "What we have is a
skeleton to build on," says De
Waard. "We'll keep the basic
structure intact while adding to it
as we gain the capability."
"We are putting forth a conservative effort, doing only what we
can handle. " He adds that as time
goes on, KDCR will continue to
update its sound.
0

Ag club
promotes
conservation
Conservation
is a major
goal of the 30 student members
of the Dordt College Agriculture
Club. The students help in the
work of the college Agriculture
Stewardship
Center
(ASC),
which has been the site of various
soil test projects and groundwater
contamination tests. The ASC is
also one of the "model farms"
for a statewide agriculture conservation effort.
Soil erosion in particular is one
of the "negative environmental
impacts"
(Governor
Terry
Branstad's phrase) seen annually
in Iowa. It is the target of the
latest phase of the Dordt College
Soil and Water Conservation
Project.
The Ag Club sold trees for area
residents to plant as windbreaks
for their land in an effort to
preserve the nutrient-rich topsoil
of Northwest
Iowa.
Club
members hope the sale will also
raise funds for other activities of
the club.
Deciduous trees, deciduous
shrubs, potted evergreens and
other ~il"l.gs were a:yat'l&bk itt
bundles of 25 for 45-70 cents
each.
Tree varieties included green
ash, silver maple, hackberry, and
amur maple, eastern red cedar,
Scotch pine, Ponderosa pine,
crab apple, Russian olive and
others. Shrubs included common lilac, American plum and
others.
0

"Suffering and Survival"

Dordt ·hosts commemoration of Nazi occupation of Holland
A

, 'An internationally
acclaimed exhibit
chronicling the life
and times of Anne
Frank will be the
centerpiece of the
commemoration at
Dordt College."

n internationally
acclaimed exhibit chronicling the
life and times of Anne Frank will
be the centerpiece of a commemoration at Dordt College of
the Nazi occupation of The
Netherlands.
The Anne Frank exhibit,
scheduled to run from September
26 to October 16 is one part of a
multi-faceted program sponsored
by Dordt College, in cooperation
with the Association for the Advancement of Dutch American
Studies (AADAS). Other major
elements of the event, titled "Suffering
and Survival:
The
Netherlands, 1940-1945," will be
a conference, films, and the performanceofSuspendedSentence,
a Belgian play recently translated
into English and never before performed in the United States.
A three-day conference
is
scheduled to coincide with the
opening of the exhibit. The conference will consist of two con-

·:W%Wi:.tMfiN~jjftMjijv?:]rl}ftlliittTh""]w-;;;i%tb:m.m,tt"'h:.ri&t1.tt1&~K@.~:~~i:Tmtm~~W;g;:::}/;;W*;':~';~'tri~t;Y;Ari?
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current' 'tracks," one involving
academic papers by members of
AADAS, the other featuring
"oral histories,"
personal accounts by individuals who experienced the occupation.
Organizers would like to hear
from those willing to tell about
their experiences during the occupation. Interested persons are
invited to write "Suffering and
Survival," Dordt College, Sioux
Center, Iowa 51250, Attn: Dr.
James C. Schaap.

Dordt College will have its own
Dutch-American heritage as a
resource for the conference, but
organizers hope to reach beyond
the college constituency in order
to provide a comprehensive picture of the hardships
and
tragedies of the Nazi occupation.
Says Dr. James Koldenhoven,
planning committee chairman and
dean of the Dordt College
humanities division, "It is the
committee's purpose that this
program will be of value to our

"Suffering and Survival"
Conference organizers would like to hear from
people willing to tell about their experiences during
the occupation.
Write:
"S Ufferi
. I" D or dt C0IIege
enng an d S UfV\Va

Sioux Center, IA 51250
Attn: Dr. James Schaap

students, as well as to students of
neighboring schools, colleges and
universities, and our larger community."
In keeping with this goal, the
commemoration has been designed to appeal on many levels,
from the scholar participating in
the conference to the grade school
student touring the Anne Frank
exhibit.
Planners hope that attendance
at the exhibit will number in the
thousands. By the end of 1989,
the exhibit had been shown in
more than 35 U.S. cities, but
organizers at Dordt believe that
the Sioux Center showing may be
the first outside of a major
metropolitan area.
"Anne Frank in the World:
1929-1945" was developed by
the Anne Frank Center in
Amsterdam. In the U.S. the exhibit is touring under the sponsorship of the New York-based
American Friends of the Anne
Frank Center.
0
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Sports Update

Women's basketball
The women's basketball team has one of the top
free throw percentages in the country and is generally strong in shooting, says Coach Len Rhoda. The
women are experienced and play well together since
all but three of them have played on Dordt's team
before.
Their winning record of 12-7 is partly due to their
performance away from home, says Rhoda. "We
have played very well on the road. We've had some
close games away from home and done very well. "
Playoffs are coming up soon and the women are
ready for them. They hope to be the first team in
the past three years to compete in post season play.
Front Row: Andrea Leys, Brandenton, FL, Vonda Brands, Edgerton, MN, Janet Zylstra, Sheldon, lA,
Lynn Van Heyst, Murray, VT, Middle Row: Grace De Vries, Albert Lea, MN. Lou Ann Bolkema, Le
Mars, lA, Rhonda Gritters, Hull, lA, Jill Bousema, Sheldon, lA, Lisa Wubben, Raymond, MN, Back
Row: Michelle Mennega, Sioux Center, lA, Suzanne De Vries, Mt. Vernon, WA, Natalie Vander Meulen,
Ocheyeden, lA, Sue Drost, Ripon, CA.

Men's basketball
off
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At press time the varsity basketball team has an
even record of 10 wins and 10 losses. They are currently in fifth place in their league and hope to earn
a place as one of the top six teams to go to the playoffs. Throughout the year the team has been strong
defensively and shown good passing skills.
The leading scorers this year have been senior
point guard Jay Schelhaas and senior forward Joel
Veenstra. Seven of the 12 members of this year's
team are seniors.
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Front Row: Derrick Altena, Hull. IA Jay Schelhaas, Kenneth, MN, Harold Groenendyk, Leighton,
IA, Middle Row:' Kendal Kaemingk, Denver, CO, Chad Visser, Sheldon, lA, Galen Van Roekel, HudsolJville, lA, Brian Driesen, Boyden, lA, Back Row: Loren Greenfield, Waupun, WI, Gailen Veurink,
Harrison, SD, Dave Vaandrager, Boyden, lA, Joel Veenstra, Tracy, lA, Chad Ringler, Forrest, IL.

Junior Varsity basketball
The JV basketball team is having a good season
with a winning record of 11-3. The strength of the
team is their rebounding, both offensively and
defensively, says Coach Syne Altena. Brian Sipma
leads in rebounding, Galen Van Roekel is the team's
leading scorer, and Craig Veurink leads the team
in free throws.
The main reason the team has done so well,
though, is because of the depth of the team, says
Altena. "Every one of them is a good athlete; all
thirteen players participate in every game. We just
wear our opponents out."
Front Row: Brian Stpma, Lynden, WA, Mike Kooi, Lantana, FL. Jeff Zylstra, Sully, lA, Brad Vis,
Edgerton, MN, Galen Van Roekel, Hudsonville, MI, Middle Row: Doug Veenstra, Tracy, lA, Cal De
Jong, Orange City, lA, Darrln Tinklenberg, Edgerton, MN, Steve Kortenhoven, Bellflower, CA, Troy
Kooima, Rock Valley, lA, Jeff Kolbaum, Galva, lA, Harold Wieringa, Sheldon, lA, Craig Veurink,
Harrison, SD, Rich Vander Tuig, Corona, CA.
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Hockey
Dordt's hockey team has a record of 4 wins and

5 losses for the games played in Sioux City, Sioux
Falls, and Des Moines. They also went on tour during Christmas vacation to southern British Columbia. They didn't do quite as well against the Canadian teams. That was probably due to the lack of
fan support, say the players. At home games they've
had a strong cheering section.
The team was young and hadn't played together
much but they worked well together. Hopes are high
that the hockey team can enter a league next year
and also get a coach. Up to this point they have
operated as a club organized and run by the students.
Front Row: Wayne Dykstra. Winnipeg, MR. Joel Kamp, Bloomington, MN, Jeff Burgsma, Goderich,
ON. Trevor Mast, Neerlandta, AD, Ed Kronemeyer, Smithers, BC, John De Hoog, Edmonton, AB, Roger
Ewald, Smithers, BC, Back Row: Kevin Wassenaar, WOrthington, MN, Ed Minderhoud, Winnipeg, MB,
Frank Schippers, Dugald. MR, jeff Koops, Newton, lA, Bill Vander Kooi, Abbotsford, BC, Kevin Zandberg, Abbotsford, BC, Bert Prinsen, Jarvis, ON, Arnold Rumph, Drayton, ON, Greg Vander Top,
Drayton, ON.
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Music
February 19
February 23
March 2
March 6
March 8
March 16
April 6
April 8
April 13

8:00
3:00
3:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
3:00
2:30
3:00

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

The MacDonalds in concert Cabaret
Junior Recital: Donna Groenendyk, organ
Junior Recital: Walter Meyer, organ; Susan Van Til, piano
Senior Recital: Joan Van Holland, voice
Oxford String Quartet
Band Concert
Junior Recital: Tania Roosendaal, oboe
Concert Choir Concert
Good Friday Recital

Theatre
March 8
March 9

8:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

February 20
February 27

7:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

February 28
April 9,10

7:30 p.m.

She Stoops to Conquer
She Stoops to Conquer

The Voice, an outreach of Dordt College. is sent to you as alumni and friends of
Christian higher education. The Voice is published in October, December, February,
April, and June to share information about the programs, activities, and needs of
the college.
Send address corrections and correspondence to: VOICE, Dordt College, Sioux
Center, LA 51250
Editorial Committee
Sally Jongsma, editor
Jennifer Schelhaas, student assistant
Dorthea Groenendyk, student writer
Chuck Adams, student writer
Lavonne Bolkema, staff writer
Lyle Gritters, Vice President for
College Advancement
Michele Van Middendorp, layout

Publications Council
Abraham Bos
Jim De Young
Lyle Grttters
Howard Hall
Quentin Van Essen
Lorna Van Gilst
Delmar Vander Zee

Lectures
Staley Lecture: Barbara Williams Skinner
David Livingstone: "Evolution of Evangelical Thinking on
Evolution' ,
David Livingstone: •'Belfast: A Divided City"
B.J. Haan Educational Conference

Dordt College
Sioux Center, IA 51250

Art
Brenda Tuininga: Senior Art Show

March 1·20

Sports
February

17

February 23
April 7
April 10
April 14

7:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

MBB
WBB
WBB
Track
Track
Dordt

vs. Northwestern (A)
vs. Briar Cliff (A)
vs. Concordia (H)
at Buena Vista
at Wayne State
Track Invitational

Homecoming
February 24

12:00
I :30
3:00
4:45
7:30

noon
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

JV vs. Alumni Basketball game
The Olympiad
MBB vs. Mt. Mercy
Homecoming dinner
Talent Extravaganza
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